
The book “When Goodness Prevails” is like an antidote against                             
all kinds of negativity. The fourteen stories therein will heal the readers                    
of any challenges. Not all are blessed with rich experiences, nor is everyone 
blessed with the vision and ability to select the best of experiences and present 
them to all. The author of this book, Mrs. Suhasini Deshpande has been blessed 
with both, experiences as well as vision and ability. 

About the book itself; I would say the book presents to the reader an array of 
cultural and social backgrounds from across a diverse range of children and their 
worlds. Each story, the characters, their challenges and their victories are so 
unique. Some stories inspire the mind, whereas some enlighten the soul. After 
reading each story, you will start looking for someone around you who resembles 
the characters in the stories, or you yourself may become like those characters. 

The stories are short, warm, cheerful, and at times even introspective.  The cultural 
and social make-up of the stories is Indian in essence thus exhibiting experiences 
of children/people from different parts of the country, or at times even closer home, 
from Maharashtra. As a result, young readers will know about the lives of other 
children/people from their own country, but who share a different side of life.

I am sure that  the book “When Goodness Prevails” will sensitize the readers to 
their surrounding and their people. Hope this English translation persuades those 
who are comfortable with reading English books, but find it hard to read Marathi 
books, to also explore in future the original Marathi collection of stories written by 
Mrs. Suhasini Deshpande.

Stories from the original Marathi collection “Indradhanu” (except the story 
“Kimayagar”), and four more original Marathi stories namely, “Doghi”, “Maza anna 
satyagraha”, and “Zopet chalnari mulgi” have been translated into English and 
compiled in this collection of stories, titled “When Goodness Prevails”. 

Wish all readers happy reading hours!

Ashwini Deshpande
Language Editor
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Preface 
It gives me great joy to present to you “When Goodness Prevails”,  the 

English translation of my Marathi book “Indradhanu”. I would like to thank 
Mahendrabhai Sethiya, for taking initiative in publishing this book. I owe this 
to my colleague friends Prof. Sudha Jawdekar (Rtd. Prof. – Dept. of English, 
Fergusson College) and Prof. Sudha Ramsubrahmanyam (Rtd. Prof. Dept. 
of French, Fergusson College), who have spent their invaluable time in the 
translation of my first ever book in English. 

Story telling has always been an integral part of my life – both as a teacher at 
school and college, and later as a grandmother to my dear grandkids. I believe, 
through stories we can achieve a lot! 

The events that take place around us enrich our world of emotions, and 
also imbibe values that shape our personality. It is said that truth is stranger 
than fiction. Children of the same age as you, can be incredibly courageous.  
We get to see all kinds of such brilliant young minds around – someone does 
remarkable scientific research; someone has deep compassion for birds and 
animals; someone can cross all barriers of caste, colour, handicap, and religion, 
and be friends with the other; someone is exemplary for showing willingness to 
support the poor and the needy despite their own slender means of livelihood; 
while some also overcome their own shortcomings like being self-centered or 
adamant. Thus, each one of us experiences such moments of self-exploration 
and self-awareness in our lives.

My stories are of many such girls and boys, whom I met by happenstance. 
They have inspired me to write, and thus my stories have taken form. 

The ten-year old indubitably brave Meghana Rajshekaran, who found her 
way through the treachorous Tsunami, and Rammya Jose, a class 12 girl who 
made pathbreaking research despite her unfavourable conditions – I found 
these lovely girls through media. The hunchbacked Gopa who was also a skilled 
artist, and his dear friend Shrikar; and the talented sculptor who refused to go 
back to the rough teacher – these are my childhood friends. The other wonderful 
boy, Omkar, who was very fond of pets, is also one among you. 

The story of the two brothers who fled their home, are boys whom I met in 
the real world, and held them in my arms while they wept their heart out. Though 
I couldn’t help them in finding their mother, the malkari Tukaram mama, the 
character from my story helped the two boys. Surprisingly, I met this character 
later in the form of Shri. Ramesh Chavan, who carried an orphan infant home 



from the roadside and brought him up along side his own two children. Later 
at the age of two, this orphan was detected with AIDS. Despite having meager 
means of income, and being advised to abandon the child, he still supported him. 
Tukaram mama is a reflection of this good human being. Thus, the title of the story 
“When Goodness Prevails”  rightly justifies the essence of my book too. 

The female elephant Sona’s story was created out of my longing to keep her 
alive. During my childhood days, I would always pass a circus and its shelter home 
for animals. There I would meet Sona, the elephantess. One day, someone told 
me that Sona succumbed to nose bleed. This was my first encounter with death. 
I did  not want her to die! I carried the shock of Sona’s death in my subconscious 
untill I came across the lives of elephants and their diseases and cures on the 
Discovery channel or even other wildlife books, and thus recreated my story, 
which was an effort to save and bring back Sona to life. 

The story of the twin calves and Shirpa is based on a true story that 
happened in Bihar. And, then ofcourse I was reminded of Birbal! The story of 
Raja, who rose to great heights of success and prosperity, and his relentlessly 
hardworking mother, is also true. I met this young and bright business tycoon 
in Ramkrishna Math, and thus he became the inspiration for my story. And the 
stubborn teenage girl who realises her responsbility towards her family is an 
example of so many like you and me, who go through that stage in life.

Importantly, I am very thankful to the great poet, Late Shri. Mangesh 
Padgaonkar for allowing me to include one of his poems in my story Chal Soduni 
Ja...(“...and I let my Birdie go”).

I would like to thank Shri. Manohar Sonavne, an author and poet of great 
depth himself, and an equally wellknown editor. He has been very encouraging 
through his foreword.

I would also like to acknowledge Nandini Publishing House for for granting 
us permission to publish “When Goodness Prevails”.

 The graphic artist Khalil Khan and Chandrashekhar Joshi’s illustrations have 
supplemented the stories so well!

Last but not the least, I must acknowledge Ashwini Deshpande’s role as 
Language Editor. She stands as a link between the old and the new generation. 
Her detailed language edit has enabled the expression of the old values into the 
language of the young generation.     

These stories are not alone for children, but could be worth reading for 
adults too. Folks, I will now wait eagerly for your feedback.

-  Suhasini Deshpande
Translated by Ashwini Deshpande, from the original Marathi book “Indradhanu”
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